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follows: Each voter shall be a citizen of the United States, shall be eighteen
years of age, shall fulfill the residence requirements set forth in this sec-
tion, and shall be registered to vote pursuant to this article. No person who
has been convicted of a felony shall be qualified to vote unless his civil
rights have been restored by the Governor or other appropriate authority.
As prescribed by law, no person adjudicated to be mentally incompetent
shall be qualified to vote until his competency has been reestablished.

The residence requirements shall be that each voter shall have been a
resident of the Commonwealth for six months and of the precinct where
he votes for thirty days. A person who is qualified to vote except for having
moved his residence from one precinct to another fewer than thirty days
prior to an election may in any such election vote in the precinct from
which he has moved. Residence, for all purposes of qualification to vote,
requires both domicile and a place of abode. The General Assembly may
provide, in elections for President and Vice-President of the United States,
a residence requirement of less than six months and alternatives to regis-
tration for new residents of the Commonwealth.

Any person who will be qualified with respect to age to vote at the
next general election shall be permitted to register in advance and also to

vote in any intervening primary or special election.

CHAPTER 869
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 45

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Virginia, relating to the
definition of cities.

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, February 11, 1972
Agreed to by the Senate, March 10, 1972

WHEREAS, the proposed amendment to the Constitution of Virginia
hereinafter set forth, was agreed to by a majority of the members elected
to each house of the General Assembly in the Special Session of nineteen
hundred seventy-one and referred to this, the next General Assembly, as
required by the Constitution of Virginia ; now, therefore, be it
. . RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, a ma-
jority of the members elected to each house agreeing, That the following
amendment to the Constitution be, and the same hereby is proposed in con-
formity with the provisions of Section 1 of Article VII, of the Constitution
of Virginia, namely:

. Strike from the Constitution of Virgina, as ratified November third,
nineteen hundred seventy, Section 1 of Article VII, which is as follows:
Section 1. Definitions.

As used in this article (1) ‘“county” means any existing county or
any such unit hereafter created, (2) “city” means an independent incor-
porated community which has within defined boundaries a population of
5,000 or more and which has become a city as provided by law, (3) “town”
means any existing town or an incorporated community within one or more
counties which has within defined boundaries a poulation of 1,000 or more
and which has become a town as provided by law, (4) “regional govern-
ment” means a unit of general government organized as provided by law
within defined boundaries, as determined by the General Assembly, (5)
“general law” means a law which on its effective date applies alike to all
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counties, cities, towns, or regional governments or to g reasonable classi-
fication thereof, and (6) “special act” means a law applicable to g county,
city, town, or regional government and for enactment shall require an
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members elected to each house of the
General Assembly.

the General Assembly ig authorized or required to act by general law, no
special act for that burpose shall be valid unless this article so provides.
And insert in lieu thereof the following:

Section 1. Definitions,

As used in thig article (1) “county” means any existing county or
any such unit hereafter created, (2) “city” means an independent incor-
borated community Wwhich became 2 city as provideq by law before noon
on the first day of J uly, nineteen hundred seventy-one, or which has within
defined boundaries 5 bopulation of 5,000 or more and which has becqme a
city as provided by law, (3) “town” means any existing town or an incor-
porated community Wit:hin one or more countjes which became a town

. .The General Assembly may increase by general law the populatl:on
Minima provided in this article for cities and towns, Any county which

CHAPTER 870
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 42

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Virginia, relating to the
definition of cities.

Agreed to by the Senate, February 24, 1979
Agreed to by the Houge of Delegates, March 10, 1972

WHEREAS, the broposed amendment to the Constitution of Virginia
hereinafter set forth, was agreed to by g majority of the members elected
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