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CHAPTER 817
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 26

Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to
presentation of bills to the Governor; powers of the Governor with respect to bills; vetoes
and amendments.

Agreed to by the Senate, March 9, 1994
Agreed to by the House of Delegates, February 28, 1994

WHEREAS, a proposed amendment to the Constitution of Virginia, hereinafter set forth, was
agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses of the General
Assembly at the regular session of 1993 and referred to this, the next regular session held after
the 1993 general election of members of the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution
of Virginia; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the following
amendment to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same hereby is, proposed in conformity
with the provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely:

Amend Section 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia as follows:

ARTICLE V
EXECUTIVE
Section 6. Presentation of bills; powers of Governor; vetoes and amendments.
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Governor in aceordanee with his recommendations and (i) by tweo-thirds of all members preseat
in each house; whieh two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that house;
to agree to the bill in the form originally sent te the Geverner; it shall be returned to the
Governor and shall become a law only if appreved by the Governer; in the manner and to the
extent abeve previded; within thirty days after adjournment of the reeonvened session; but not
etherwise:

(a) Every bill which passes the Senate and House of Delegates, before it becomes law, shall
be presented to the Governor.

(b) During a regular or special session, the Governor shall have seven days in which to act
on the bill after it is presented to him and to exercise one of the three options set out below.
If the Governor does not act on the bill, it shall become law without his signature.

(1) The Governor may sign the bill if he approves it, and the bill shall become law.

(1)) The Governor may veto the bill if he objects to it by returning the bill with his
objections to the house in Which the bill originated. The house shall enter the objections in its
journal and reconsider the bill. The house may override the veto by a two-thirds vote of the
members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that
house. If the house of origin overrides the Governor’s veto, it shall send the bill and Governor’s
objections to the other house where the bill shall be reconsidered. The second house may
override the Governor’s veto by a two-thirds vote of the members present, which two-thirds
shall include a majority of the members elected to that house. If both houses override the
Governor’s veto, the bill shall become law without his signature. If either house fails to
override the Governor’s veto, the veto shall stand and the bill shall not become law.

(iij) The Governor may recommend one or more specific and severable amendments to a
bill by returning it with his recommendation to the house in which it originated. The house
shall enter the Governor’s recommendation in its journal and reconsider the bill. If both houses
agree to the Governor’s entire recommendation, the bill, as amended, shall become law. Each
house may agree to the Governor’s amendments by a majority vote of the members present. If
both houses agree to the bill in the form originally sent to the Governor by a two-thirds vote
of all members present in each house, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the members
elected to that house, the original bill shall become law. If the Governor sends down specific
and severable amendments then each house may determine, in accordance with its own
procedures, whether to act on the Governor’s amendments en bloc or individually, or any
combination thereof. If the house of origin agrees to one or more of the Governor’s
amendments, it shall send the bill and the entire recommendation to the other house. The
second house may also agree to one or more of the Governor’s amendments. If either house
fails to agree to the Governor’s entire recommendation or fails to agree to at least one of the
Governor’s amendments agreed to by the other house, the bill, as originally presented to the
Governor, shall be returned to the Governor. If both houses agree to one or more amendments
but not to the entire recommendation of the Governor, the bill shall be reenrolled with the
Governor’s amendments agreed to by both houses and shall be returned to the Governor. If the
Governor fails to send down specific and severable amendments as determined by the majority
Vote of the members present in either house, then the bill shall be before that house, in the
form originally sent to the Governor and may be acted upon in accordance with Article 1V,
Section 11 of this Constitution and returned to the Governor. The Governor shall either sign or
veto a bill returned as provided in this subsection or, if there are fewer than seven days
remaining in the session, as provided in subsection (c).

(c) When there are fewer than seven days remaining in the regular or special session from
the date a bill is presented to the Governor and the General Assembly adjourns to a
reconvened session, the Governor shall have thirty days from the date of adjournment of the
regular or special session in which to act on the bills presented to him and to exercise one of
the three options set out below. If the Governor does not act on any bill, it shall become law
Without his signature.

(i) The Governor may sign the bill if he approves it, and the bill shall become law.

(1)) The Governor may veto the bill if he objects to it by returning the bill with his
objections to the house in which the bill originated. The same procedures for overriding his
veto are applicable as stated in subsection (b) for bills vetoed during the session.

. (ii) The Governor may recommend one or more specific and severable amendments to a
bill by returning it with his recommendation to the house in which it originated. The same
Drocedures for considering his recommendation are applicable as stated in subsection (b) (iii) for
bills returned with his recommendation. The Governor shall either sign or veto a bill returned
to him from a reconvened session. If the Governor vetoes the bill, the veto shall stand and the
bill shall not become law. If the Governor does not act on the bill within thirty days after the
adjournment of the reconvened session, the bill shall become law without his signature.

(d) The Governor shall have the power to veto any particular item or items of an
appropriation bill, but the veto shall not affect the item or items to which he does not object.
The item or items objected to shall not take effect except in the manner provided in this
Section for a bill vetoed by the Governor.

(e) In all cases set forth above, the names of the members voting for and against the bill,
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the amendment or amendments to the bill, or the item or items of an appropriation bill shall
be entered on the journal of each house.

CHAPTER 818
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 172

Proposing an amendment to Section 14 of Article IV of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to
powers of the General Assembly.

Agreed to by the Senate, February 10, 1994
Agreed to by the House of Delegates, February 25, 1994

WHEREAS, a proposed amendment to the Constitution of Virginia, hereinafter set forth, was
agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses of the General
Assembly at the regular session of 1993 and referred to this, the next regular session held after
the 1993 general election of members of the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution
of Virginia; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the following
amendment to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same hereby is, proposed in conformity
with the provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely:

Amend Section 14 of Article IV of the Constitution of Virginia as follows:

ARTICLE IV
LEGISLATURE
Section 14. Powers of General Assembly; limitations.

The authority of the General Assembly shall extend to all subjects of legislation not herein

forbidden or restricted; and a specific grant of authority in this Constitution upon a subject shall

Constitution of specific grants of authority heretofore conferred shall not be construed to deprive
the General Assembly of such authority, or to indicate a change of policy in reference thereto,
unless such purpose plainly appear.

The General Assembly shall confer on the courts power to grant divorces, change the
names of persons, and direct the sales of estates belonging to infants and other persons under
legal disabilities, and shall not, by special legislation, grant relief in these or other cases of
which the courts or other tribunals may have jurisdiction.

The General Assembly may regulate the exercise by courts of the right to punish for
contempt.

The General Assembly’s power to define the accrual date for a civil action based on an
intentional tort committed by a natural person against a person who, at the time of the

ground that a change in the accrual date for the action has been applied retroactively or that
a statute of limitations or statute of repose has expired.

The General Assembly shall not enact any local, special, or private law in the following
cases:

(1) For the punishment of crime.

(2) Providing a change of venue in civil or criminal cases.

(3) Regulating the practice in, or the jurisdiction of, or changing the rules of evidence in
any judicial proceedings or inquiry before the courts or other tribunals, or providing or

changing the methods of collecting debts or enforcing judgments or prescribing the effect of
judicial sales of real estate.

(4) Changing or locating county seats.

(5) For the assessment and collection of taxes, except as to animals which the General
Assembly may deem dangerous to the farming interests.

(6) Extending the time for the assessment or collection of taxes.

(7) Exempting property from taxation.

(8) Remitting, releasing, postponing, or diminishing any obligation or liability of any person,
corporation, or association to the Commonwealth or to any political subdivision thereof.

(9) Refunding money lawfully paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth or the treasury
of any political subdivision thereof.
- (10) Granting from the treasury of the Commonwealth, or granting or authorizing to be
granted from the treasury of any political subdivision thereof, any extra compensation to any
public officer, servant, agent, or contractor.




